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NIU Libraries

Founders Keepers
Upcoming Events
 June 10: Friends Trip
to Printers Row Lit
Fest
 June 19: Summer Session classes begin
 July 4: Independence
Day (Libraries closed)

Grant for POWRR Project, by Jaime Schumacher
Drew VandeCreek and
Jaime Schumacher
have been awarded
$240,423 by the Laura
Bush 21st Century Librarian Program at the
Institute of Museum
and Library Services for
the continuation of the
award-winning Digital
POWRR project. With 2
previous grant awards
totaling $770,000 from
the IMLS and the National Endowment for
the Humanities, this
funding takes Digital
POWRR into a new
phase of delivering
digital preservation
education to professionals across the
country. Over the past
3 years, POWRR has
provided day-long workshop instruction to hundreds of librarians and
archivists from 30
states. With the new
award, POWRR will create a digital curation

and preservation curriculum and deliver it in
2-day Institutes across
the country, partnering
with organizations like
The Sustainable Heritage Network, Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Library
Alliance, The Appalachian College Association,
and The American Association for State and
Local History to bring
the Institutes to those
professionals that
demonstrate the most
need for this type of
professional development.
This program will impact the curation and
preservation of digital
collections at colleges,
universities, research
libraries, and archives
at all levels, especially
among information
professionals serving
historically marginal-

ized populations who
may presently lack access to reliable, affordable professional development opportunities in the field. It will
enable these individuals and practitioners to
curate and preserve
materials in keeping
with international best
practices. This will in
turn make their materials available to the
large group of users in
their local communities, the United States,
and the wider world.
This program will also
reach localities and
cultures whose collections might otherwise
be under-represented
across the National
Digital Platform, empowering them to contribute their unique and
valuable materials to it.
To learn more, head to
the POWRR website at
http://
digitalpowrr.niu.edu/.
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Visiting Librarians from Myanmar, by Hao Phan
"Myanmar Librarian
Training Consortium
2016-2017" is a twoyear collaborative project between the University of Washington, Arizona State University,
and Northern Illinois
University that aims to
assist academic libraries
in Myanmar. Funded by
the Henry Luce Foundation, the project contains two parts: providing library workshops in
Myanmar and inviting
librarians from Myanmar
to the U.S. for training.
In the summer of 2016,
I held two workshops in
Myanmar, one at University of Yangon, and one
at Yadanabon University, for a total of 60 library staff. This year,
we invited two librarians
from Myanmar, Mr. Tun
Aung Kyaw and Ms. Mi
Mi Khin, to NIU for one
month of training. Mr.
Tun Aung Kyaw is a lecturer in the Department
of Library and Information Studies at Yadanabon University, the
largest library studies
program in Myanmar,
with more than 600 stu-

dents. Ms. Mi Mi Khin is
the Assistant Librarian
at the University of Yangon Library.
After decades of isolation, recent political
changes Myanmar have
opened the country to
the outside world, offering new opportunities to
Myanmar people, but
also presenting many
challenges with which
the country is struggling.
Academic libraries in
Myanmar, in particular,
are far behind libraries
in other countries in the
region when it comes to
standards and technology. The majority of libraries in Myanmar, for instance, still use a card
catalog and operate as
closed-stacks collections. They need help in
many areas, from cataloging to digitization,
from collection development to preservation,
from training to library
equipment.
At NIU, where exist a
national resource center
for Southeast Asian
Studies, the only center
of Burma Studies in the

country, and a major
Southeast Asia library
collection, working with
libraries in Myanmar will
benefit not only the libraries in Myanmar but
also the Southeast
Asian Studies program
at our university. It helps
our faculty and students
gain access to research
materials in Myanmar,
enhance institutional
relations between NIU
and universities in Myanmar for study abroad
programs, field research, and collaborative projects, including
library projects.
Mr. Tun Aung Kyaw and
Ms. Mi Mi Khin will stay
at NIU May 2-30, 2017.
During this time they will
receive training from
librarians and staff of
NIU Libraries, focusing
on library digitization,
with some additional
training in collection
development and cataloging. They will also
visit the libraries at the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and
the Newberry Library in
Chicago.

Mr. Tun Aung Kyaw, Lecturer of
Library Studies at Yadanabon
University, and Ms. Mi Mi Khin,
Assistant Librarian at the
University of Yangon Library,
Myanmar.
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Digital Scholarship & Experiential Learning, by Jaime Schumacher
Dr. Drew VandeCreek,
Director of Digital Scholarship, is leading several
efforts to realize the
strategic objectives of
the library and the university, particularly in
the areas of student
engagement, student
career success, and
experiential learning.
VandeCreek, working
within the Libraries’
newly formed Digital
Collections & Scholarship Unit, facilitates interdisciplinary collaboration, especially between
the Humanities and
Computer Science,
through internships and
the Digital Convergence
Lab’s experiential learning activities. He is
providing students with
internships, focusing on
opportunities for Humanities students, who
often lack the ready positions available to Computer Science, Engineering and Business majors. VandeCreek provides humanities students with opportunities
to learn about digital
technology and, as importantly, work with data
at a very large scale, as
opposed to the disciplines’ usual emphasis
on the practice of close
reading of a limited
number of sources. This
is an important consideration when addressing
career prospects for
Humanities majors.
*Beginning in August,
2016, VandeCreek led
Adam Frieberg, a PhD

candidate in the Department of Geography, in a
series of Independent
Study courses exploring
Digital Humanities. He
also became a member
of the Graduate Faculty
of the College of Arts
and Sciences in order to
serve on Frieberg’s dissertation committee.
Frieberg and VandeCreek focused on text
mining technology, due
to its significance in
Frieberg’s proposed dissertation research. In
the course of their activities, they have made
use of the NIU Department of Information
Technology’s new Hadoop platform which
particularly lends itself
to the processing of very
large amounts of data.
They are one of the first
parties on campus to
use this platform.
*In the fall semester of
2016 VandeCreek
worked with Professor
Stanley Arnold of the
History Department to
provide approximately
twenty undergraduate
students with a digital
humanities-oriented
experiential learning
activity called a History
Harvest. It allowed them
to gather primary source
materials pertaining to
the theme of immigration to DeKalb County,
Illinois, load them into a
database, and present
them as an online exhibit (http://
historyhar-

vest.lib.niu.edu/
exhibits/show/historyharvest-at-niu). Professor Arnold has indicated
that the History Department would like to take
part in another History
Harvest activity. Dr.
VandeCreek has been
invited to speak to a
number of local community groups on the successful outcome of this
endeavor.
*VandeCreek informed
approximately fifteen
members of the NIU
Digital Humanities Working Group of the University Library’s support for
Digital Humanities activities, and promoted collaborative work in Digital
Humanities in teams
including Humanities
faculty and students and
Computer Science faculty and students.
*In the spring semester
of 2017, VandeCreek
led three undergraduate
students (English, Communication and Computer Science) and two
graduate students
(English and Computer
Science) in an experiential learning activity exploring text mining technology. The interdisciplinary group focused of
the analysis of texts
(nineteenth, twentieth
and twenty-first century)
written by LGBT authors
using author genderattribution software.
One student participant
has indicated that she

would like to continue
to work on this project
as independent research through the
English Department in
collaboration with Computer Science and Gender Studies. Her adviser led VandeCreek to
contact professors in
the Computer Science
and English departments about her work.
He looks forward to
facilitating and coordinating their work together in the next academic year.
*In the spring semester of 2017, VandeCreek secured funding
to provide two undergraduate students in
the Geography Department with a digital humanities internship
opportunity. Working in
the summer of 2017,
they will develop an
online interactive map
using software provided by the Geography
Department. This map
will provide users with
an opportunity to view
spatially oriented data,
such as census and
electoral returns, for
the period 1830-1900
in a map resource hosted by the Geography
Department and linked
to the Mark Twain’s
Mississippi Project web
site.
Continued on p. 4
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Digital Scholarship, cont’d.
*In the spring semester
of 2017 VandeCreek
worked to acquire a very
large text dataset, the
American Periodicals
Series, 1740-1990. It
will facilitate collaboration in text-mining work
between the Computer
Science Department
and Humanities departments, and promote the
growth of the digital humanities in general at
NIU. The Computer Science Department (via
Professor Hamed Alhoori) has agreed to
host the five-terabyte
data set on its Research
Cluster infrastructure in
order to facilitate rapid
processing of such a
large amount of data. A
Computer Science student or students will
initially work to process
and package the data in
order to make it readily
usable for interested
parties in the NIU community.
*In the spring semester
of 2017 VandeCreek
successfully recruited
two students to serve as
Digital Humanities interns in the fall semester. One is an undergraduate English and Art
major interested in a

career in Library Science, and the other is a
graduate student in Industrial Engineering
interested in Data Science.
*In the spring semester
of 2017, VandeCreek
led a team providing Dr.
Eric Jones of the History
Department with assistance with the design
and construction of a
web site presenting information developed by
students examining and
evaluating documents
recently declassified by
the United States Central Intelligence Agency.
The very large amount of
materials declassified by
the CIA lends itself to
text mining work, and
Jones agreed to experiment with a sample set
of data that VandeCreek
retrieved from a CIA repository. Jones and his
students will prepare a
set of questions or topics of interest pertaining
to the data, and VandeCreek will devise a way
to generate reports for
them. They will then
examine these reports
to see if they have produced information of
interest to their ongoing
review of CIA materials.

Should Jones and his
students seek to move
forward with this project,
VandeCreek will match
them with students in
Data Science supervised
by Prof. Hamed Alhoori
of the Computer Science
Department in a collaborative, interdisciplinary
project.
In addition to these efforts, VandeCreek and
Jaime Schumacher, Sr.
Director of the Digital
Collections & Scholarship unit, provide the
Libraries and the university with revenue. In FY
2016 Schumacher and
VandeCreek completed
work on a grant program
that built on the work of
the Digital POWRR Project. In the past five
years the several phases of the Digital POWRR
Project have received
federal grants totaling
$1.01 million. This year
VandeCreek and Schumacher will begin on
another project that similarly builds on Digital
POWRR, which offers
plentiful opportunities
for future funding as
well.

VOLUME 5, ISSUE 5

PAGE 5

New SEA Exhibit, by Joanna Kulma
The new exhibit in the
Southeast Asian collection is all about sports.
It features books, photos and brief descriptions about some mainstream sports such as,
soccer (football), boxing,
badminton, table tennis
and muay thai. Athletes
profiled in the exhibit
include world famous
Filipino boxer Manny
Pacquiao and Indone-

sian badminton player
Ferdinand Alexander
"Ferry" Sonneville. We
also showcase traditional sports popular in
Southeast Asia such as
sepak takraw, pentanque, netball and futsal, as well as the Southeast Asian games, a
biennial multi-sporting
event involving participants from the current
11 countries of South-

east Asia (like the Olympics, but for Southeast
Asia).
The exhibit also features
materials on some popular recreational activities like, sailing, diving,
mountain climbing,
skateboarding, auto
racing, shooting, cockfighting and gambling.
The exhibit was curated
by Southeast Asia collection student worker Ben
Thomas.

Traditional Southeast Asian
sports and games
including Petanque.

Information about the
Southeast Asian Games.
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Getting to Know...Matt Short in Tech Services
How long have you
worked at the library?
Even though I still feel
like the newbie, I'll have
been working at the library for 5 years in July.
I started as the Metadata/Cataloging Librarian
in Technical Services,
but my day-to-day activities have broadened to
encompass things like
web development and
data maintenance. I'm
still in Technical Services, but my title was
changed to Digital Collections & Metadata
Librarian earlier this
year.
What’s your favorite part
of your job and why?
Publishing a new digital
collection is one of my
favorite parts of the job.
Although by no means a
solo endeavor, I’m usually involved in every
step of the process,
from preparing the materials to be scanned to
creating metadata to
designing the website. It
sometimes takes
months before a new
collection goes live. Finally having the opportunity to see people engage with these collections, whether through
direct patron feedback
or Google Analytics, is a
lot of fun.
What do you like to do in
your off hours?
I like to read (see below), watch movies (see
below), and play board
games. Our social circle

in DeKalb is still small,
so Christina and I tend
to play a lot of 2 player
games. Our current favorites are Mansions of
Madness (2nd ed.), Time
Stories, and Pandemic
Legacy.
What are you reading
now?
Because we’ve been
playing so many Cthulhu
-themed board games
lately, we decided to
make this the summer
of Lovecraft. Every night,
I read Christina a new
story from The New Annotated H.P. Lovecraft.
Trying to read Lovecraft
aloud, especially the
cultist chants, isn’t easy.
Try it yourself: Ph'nglui
mglw'nafh Cthulhu
R'lyeh wgah'nagl fhtagn.
I’m also a little more
than halfway through
Peter F. Hamilton’s Pandora's Star and
just started reading the
final installment of
Liu Cixin’s Three Body
Problem trilogy, Death's
End.
What was the last good
movie you saw?
We’ve been working our
way through the new
season of MST3K. By no
means is it a good movie, but Avalanche!, starring Rock Hudson and
Mia Farrow, has been
my favorite episode so
far. Nothing happens for
the first ¾ of the movie,
but then everything happens, each moment
cheesier than the last.

Do you have any pets?
We have a cat named
Jules, who we rescued
from an animal hoarder.
(Her shelter name was
“Jewelz,” which didn't
really work for us.)
If you won the lottery
tomorrow, what would
you do?
I’d endow a dime novel
research center, with
plenty of climatecontrolled space for our
collections to grow, then
systematically fill all of
the gaps in our holdings,
beginning with the Nick
Carter Library and Nick
Carter Weekly.
Where would you like to
travel?
Lucca in Italy and Angoulême in France,
which are home to the
two largest European
comic book festivals.
What is one thing about
you that most people
don’t know?
Before I decided to go to
library school, I spent a
summer working for a
literary agent who handled authors of Harlequin romance novels
exclusively. I read,
proofed, and pitched
everything from NASCAR
romances, which were
as trashy as you might
imagine, to Amish romances, which were the
exact opposite of trashy.
It was a weird job.
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Christian Lash Honored
Technical Services Library Specialist Christian Lash was honored
for their “commitment to
educating people about
and advocating for the
LGBTQ community. Their
service both to the community and campus has

been outstanding in
really making that 360degree connection,”
said Director of NIU’s
Gender and Sexuality
Resource Center Molly
Holmes. Lash has been
co-coordinator of Transitions, a social group for

transgender, gendernonconforming and gender-questioning students at Northern Illinois
University. They recently
spoke at a panel about
faith and LGBTQ identities, presented research
to undergraduate

students about biblical
interpretations of homosexuality, and is the
secretary for NIU’s
presidential commission for sexual orientation and gender identity. Congratulations,
Christian!

down, and we prepare
for the next year, I look
forward to getting to
know you all better.

to you as you enjoy your
family and grandchildren in retirement!
Please note that Ete and
I will be co-chairing an
internal search for an
acting AD of public services, so more to come
about the search in July.

VandeCreek has been
selected, out of 19 nominees from various colleges at NIU, to participate in
the MAC Academic Leadership Program during the
coming academic year!
This is an exciting opportunity for her to enhance
her leadership skills
through her participation
in two upcoming workshops at Kent State and
Western Michigan. She
will also attend monthly
leadership meetings at
NIU with the other two
faculty members selected
for the program, and complete some leadership
activities (readings, brief
reflections, etc.) during
the academic year.

The Last Word
Editor’s Note: Fred Barnhart,
Incoming Dean of University
Libraries, is our guest columnist this month. Next
month, Jana Brubaker will
taker over as editor of
Founders Keepers.

Hello, all, and happy end
of the academic year!
I just want to use this
column as an opportunity to express how honored I am to have been
chosen as the new Dean
of University Libraries at
NIU. In the last few
weeks I have been able
to meet with members
of the administrative
team as they help to
bring me up to speed,
and I will continue to
rely on them heavily as I
start in July. That said, I
also look forward to getting to know all members of the University
Libraries better after I
start, and learning from
you as well. I believe
firmly that as much as
the library is the heart of
the university, then surely the staff is the heart
of the library. As the
academic year winds

The irony is not lost on
me that my first communication with you all is in
a column called The
Last Word. Still, I am
grateful for the opportunity to share some
things with you prior to
officially joining NIU on
July 1. Rosanne Cordell,
as most of you are probably already aware, is
retiring on June 14, and
she graciously offered
me the opportunity to
use this column as a
means of reaching out
before then; something
which I greatly appreciate. Rosanne has consistently contributed this
column to the newsletter for several years
now, which all by itself is
an accomplishment, but
when combined with the
many responsibilities of
leading a division, it is
even more significant.
Thank you, Rosanne, for
your many contributions
and all our best wishes

I also want to wish congratulations to Professor
Rachel Hradecky, Head
of Government Publications/Microforms/Maps,
on her new position as
Library Manager for Holland & Knight LLP! Holland & Knight is a large
international corporate
law firm specializing in
real estate, litigation,
and governmental law,
and in her new position
Rachel will be located in
Atlanta, providing library
services to the South
East region of the U.S.
Her last day is June 28,
and I look forward to
learning more about the
collections in her care
prior to her last day.
Finally, and last but not
least, it is my pleasure
to share that Leanne

I realize there may be
numerous other accomplishments and causes to
celebrate of which I am
unaware, so forgive me
for any inadvertent exclusions. That said, please
join me in congratulating
your colleagues! I look
forward to seeing you all
soon.
- Fred

